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Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.98 copies of the following patents and/or publications 
are submitted herewith: 

United States Patent No. 2,135,637 (Gade), dated November 8, 1938; 

United States Patent No. 2,867,786 (Doetsch et al.), dated January 6, 1959; 

United States Patent No. 4,273,175 (Capuano), dated June 16, 1981; 

United States Patent No. 4,729,689 (Nazem et al.). dated March 8, 1988; 

European Patent Application EP 0 056 127 A2 (Rittmann et al.), dated July 21 , 1982, 
and English abstract thereof; 



European Search Report dated May 26, 2004. 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1 .97(e) the undersigned herewith states that each item 
of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 

If no translation of pertinent portions of any foreign language patents or publications 
mentioned above is included with the aforementioned copies of those applications, 
patents and/or publications, it is because no existing translation is readily available to 
the applicant. As per the Notice in 1273 OG 55 (August 5, 2003) no copies of any 
above-mentioned U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications are 
submitted for any application filed after June 30, 2003. 
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